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office by human suffrage. His laws do not tarry
In their execution for human consent. The moral
forces of the world, as President Wilson has said,
" do not threaten, they operate." That was the
Master's meaning surely when He asked the
Pharisees, " How shall ye escape the judgement of
Gehenna?" If a man is about to fling himself
down some precipice, under the delusion that no
harm will come to him, it is only sanity to ask
him how he hopes to escape. To Jesus it was all
so clear, the peril was so real that the question
came spontaneously to His lips: " If you go on
after this fashion, how can you escape?"* The
moral laws under which we live are as inevitable
as the laws we deduce from the reactions of matter
and force. They are not the creations of imagi-
native minds; they have been seen, in their opera-
tions, by those who have looked most deeply into
the workings of human nature. Their penalties

*The same warning was tittered by the prophet Amos (vL 12)
to the rulers of Israel who were turning the moral order upside
down: " Can horses be driven with impunity on the edge of the
precipice, or oxen put to plough in the sea without being drowned?
How then can Israel hope to escape, if she continue to turn justice
into gall, and the fruit of righteousness into wormwood." See Dr.
Gordon's translation in "The Prophets of the Old Testament," p, 40.